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L E T T E R, &c. 


Revd. Sir, 


OUR letter to the reverend Dr. 
Durell, vice chancellor of the uni- 
verſity of Oxford, was lately put into 
my hands, by an old acquaintance of mine, 
and one of your admirers, who earneſtly de- 
fired me to give it a careful reading: In 
compliance to my friends requeſt I have done 
ſo: and find therein ſo much ſelf conceit, 
pride and arrogancy; ſo much pretended zeal 
for religion; ſo much artful deceit ; and ſo 
much contradiction to the principles of the 
church of Chriſt in general, and of the church 
in which you have been ordained a prieſt, 
in particular; that I have wrote the fol- 
lowing remarks upon it, in hopes that 1 
ſhall convince ray friend you are not the 
good and orthodox man he takes you to 


be, 8 


In page 4, you ſay, „On the day of Pente- 
© coft, (the apoſtles poor illiterate fiſhermen, 


*© inſtanſtaneouſly commenced ſcholars, 8c. | 
4 This 


=; BW 

This paſſage alone if rightly underſtood 
and confidered, will entirely overthrow your 
practices. Tis well known, many illiterate 
men that have become your followers have 
by your approbation commenced preachers, 
and ſoon became filled, not with the Holy 
Ghoſt, but with the ſpirit of delufion and 
fanaticiſm: Had God ſent them, as he did 
the apoſtles, give me a reaſon why thoſe igno- 
rant people do not alſo commence ſcholars, 
and ſpeak different languages. Till you can 
do ſo, I ſhall not think it any breach of 
charity to ſay, they are ſent by the ſame ſpirit 
that ſent Korab, Dathan, and Abiram, and 
to do buſineſs for the ſame maſter as 
. theirs; and give me leave to tell you, Korah 
and his company profeſſed the ſame faith 
with Moſes, Aaron, and the true Ifraelites, 
worſhipped the fame God, and were holy every 
one of them and the Lord was among them as 
they vainly canted : But as they had no 
regard for orthodoxy, by you called a non- 
., eſſential, and as they intended to breed a 
ichiſm in the church; you may by com- 
_ paring the xvi chapter of Nambers with the 

epiſtle of St. Jude, ſee their fate. 


Page 5. you fay, © The hearers of thoſe 
« wonderful things (ſpoke by the apoſtles) 
„ the fpeftators of this tranſcendently amaz- 
& ing ſcene were fpricked to the heart, and 
* made to cry out, men and brethren what 


« fhalt 


za 


*® ſhall we do? and the ſame day were added 
« to this infant church 3000 ſouls.” £ 


No Sir, I defire you to read the vth 
chapter of the Ad, to ſee the fate of 
Ananias and Sapphira: they pretended to 
deliver to the Apoſtles the whole of the 


money, but kept back a part; you, Sir, 


retend to teach your followers the whole 

will of God, and not only keep back a 
part, but principal parts, and tell your fol- 
lowers thoſe parts are non=eſſentials: but 
had thoſe 3000 ſouls ated in the manner 
as you do, I am verily perſuaded not one 
of them would have been added to that 
infant church: St. Peter ordered them on 
their believing to repent and be baptized, 
Now Sir, had they both believed and re- 
pented, yet refuſed, what you call a non- 
eſſential, viz. Baptiſm, I believe they would 
not have received the Holy Ghoſt any more 
than Naaman would have been cured with- 
out dipping in the waters of Jordan. 


Again, page 5 and 6, you ſay, © God's 
« kingdom is to come by the uſe of all ap- 
« pointed means which can alone enable us 
& fo do God's will with unanimity, cbear- 
« fulneſs, univerſality and perſeverance, and 


« this is the daily prayer of the whole Cato 


« Jick Church.” So far ſo right; and did 
you not vary therefrom, you and I ſhould 


be exactly of one and the ſame e. 
ut 


SE 

but you go on by pretending © This may 
« be done although de vary as to circum- 
« ftantials and non-efſentials.” All which 
ſtrictly ſpeaking, may be true, for one man 
may think it his duty to go to church 
every day, receive the Sacrament every Sun- 
day, faft often, &c. another may be ſatiſ- 
fied with going to church on Sundays, re- 
ceiving the Sacrament once a month, &c. 
But in your ſenſe of circumſtantials and 
non- eſſentials it cannot; for the doctrines 
relating to the church as a ſociety found- 
ed by Jcſus Chriſt, are all ſo: eſſential, 
that whoever varies from them, wanders 
from the ſheep- fold, the church of Chriſt: 
a few of thoſe doctrines I'll take the li- 
.berty to put you in mind of, viz, Epil- 
copal Ordination, Epiſcopal Baptiſm, Epiſ- 
copal Communion and Chriſtian unity : But 
as theſe are by you deemed non-eſſentials, 


vou cannot be part of the Catholick church; 


for theſe are great parts of the appointed 
means, Without which we can no more 
reaſonably expect God's bleſſing, - or to be 
part of his kingdom, than a man can 
expect life here without the uſe of ap- 
pointed means for that purpoſe; I mean 
eating and drinking. The church of Chriſt 
in general, and of England in  parti- 
cular, hold with theſe doctcines; yet 
whether people be baptized, or not bap- 
tized in communion with the church or 
otherwiſ: howſocver, if they do but pre- 

tend 


1 
tend to have faith, join your ſociety, cant 
and fing in your conventicles, al/ is right! 
But if I wrong you in my conjectures, I 
defire you would let me know 'in which of 
all your numerous writings, you have ever 
ſhewed the neceſſity, or even endeavoured 


to perſuade your followers, of the neceſſity 


of Epiſcopal ordination, Epiſcopal | baptiſm, 
or Epiſcopal communion, &c. or of any 
ordination or baptiſm at all : Nay, in page 


32, you acknowledge You preach nothing 
« but Teſus Chriſt, and him crucified, and 


te that you never trouble the world with ſo 
te much as one fingle ſermon or pampblet 
« about the externals of religion.” So that 
you not only omit the foregoing duties, 
but alſo the teaching your followers to be 
loyal to the king, or dutiful te parents, 
&c. and look upon all theſe as externals; 
and I ſuppoſe non-eſſentials too: I ſhall 
here make a little compariſon between a 
nut and a chriſtian; the ſhell of the nut 
is the external, the kernel the internal : 
now Sir, as you cannot ſhew me a kernel 
of a nut that hath been brought to per- 
fection without an external, that is to ſay 
a ſhell, ſo neither can any perſon (ordi- 


narily) be a true chriſtian without exter- 


nals. 


Page 7. You are pleaſed to ſay, No 
te wonder o hear that for ſome time paſt 
1 « there 


| . . TR 
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« there hath been a more than common re- 
© [igious concern and zeal for promoting ſal- 
« vation among ſome of the ſons of the' pro- 
« phefs.” But where do the effects ap- 
_ pear ? You acknowledge, page 40, Sinners 
«* nom proclaim their fin like Sodom, and the 
« nation hath ſuffered more than a ſecond de- 
ic Juge by an inundation of every fin, and 
« every kind of corruption that Was ever com- 
* mitted under heaven:” a true picture of 
the preſent times, although as you tell us 
in page 28, Du have had the honour of 
« being a. Methodiſt about 35 years, and if 
ic that is to be vile, you wiſh to be yet more 
& vile. What Sir, is not the world yet 
wicked enough? Every conſiderate . perſon 
that 1s 5o years of age muſt know that 
fince the. preaching of you and your aſſo- 
ciates, the world hath grown worſe and 
worſe: you and your helpers have as it 
were, compaſſed ſea and land to make proſe- 
lites, and you and ſuch other like teachers 
are continually preaching, and what doth 
it all produce? Why, being done in ſchiſm, 
it brings down a curſe inſtead of a bleſſ- 
ing, and the people, as you. juſtly acknow- 
lege, inſtead of being grown better, run 
from one fin to another even to a deluge : 
For my part, I am now growing old, but 
am not aſhamed to tel} you, and all the 
world, that in my youth, that good book, 
that very good book, (though you are fo 
1 | 7 _n 


* 

baſe as to deſpiſe it) the I bole Duty of 
Man fell into my hands, for which I bleſs 
God, by whoſe grace it gave me a true 
ſenſe of religion, and in my youthful days 
I affociated myſelf. with young men of re- 
ligious principles, many ſuch being then 
to be found, was a member of a religious 
ſociety at the Veſtry Room of St. Michaels 
Church, Crooked-Lane London, which con- 
ſiſted of above one hundred, moſt of them 
young men, and at that time there were 
many ſuch ſocieties in and about London ; 
but, alaſs! Greatly through your means, 
they are almoſt, true religion like, totally 4 
dwindled away: I am not aſhamed, even ' 
in this almoſt general apoſtacy, from true 
| and undefiled religion, ſtill through God's 

bleſſing, to retain my principles: my. own 

practice I do aſſure you Sir, I ſhould not 

have mentioned, only I feared by writing 

againſt you, your deluded, though well 

meaning followers, might think me an 

enemy to religion. | 


As to the expulſion of the ſix young 
ſtudents, I know nothing of the affair, ſo 
have nothing to ſay about it, only, if they 
were really tainted with your principles, 
| | that alone, I think was a ſufficient reaſon 

ſor their expulſion; for 'tis well known, 

that both your principles, and practices are 
in direct oppoſition to the church of Chriſt 
WS 1 in 


ig 
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in general, as well as to the church of 
England in particular, as I have ſufficiently 
proved to you in a former letter, by rea- 


ſons and proofs out of your power to con- 
tradict {a}. 


You ſay, « Forms of prayers certainly 


« have their uſe, and take it altogether, aur 


« Engliſh liturgy is, without doubt, one of 
« the moſt excellent form: of prayer in the 
world.” So far, ſo right, but you go on 


and ſay, * But then as no form can poſſibly 


ce ſuit every caſe, many muſt never pray if 


« tied up to forms. Oh, fie Sir, thus to 
ſet people againſt the church of England ; 
for, does ſhe any where tie any perſon to 
forms in private? And as to publick prayers, 
I here challenge you and all the enemies 
of the liturgy, to mention any one thing, 
any need or want, that thoſe ſtudents or 
any other perſons could poſſibly want, or 
be in need of, but what ſome one or more 
of our Prayers would be applicable to: 
But as you have acknowledged the liturgy 
to be an excellent form, how can you be 
juſtified in drawing people from the pariſh 


(a) See a letter to the Revd. Mr, Geo, Whitefield, 
ſhewing the ſundamental errors of ſeveral of his per— 
formances, and proving from his own books that he 
has departed from the principles of the church of 
England in particular, as well as from the church of 
Chriſt in general. Sold by Mr, Fuller in Ave- Maria 
Lane London, Price 18, | 


churches 


E ] 


churches to your conventicles, there to pre- 
fer extemporary prayers; which are often- 
times nonſenſe, to what you yourſelf ac- 
knowledge to be fo excellent? I am pretty 
well ſatisfied you will not anſwer me, but 


without the ſpirit of propheſte, I will tell 
you, tis to make the more proſelites to 


bring the more grist to your mill. 


Page 12. You ſay, 0 The prayers of the 


© righteous men of. old, whith availed with 


© God, were. all of an extempore nature; 


but Sir, as you are very little acquainted 


with the Bible, or what is much. worſe, 
you wilfully tell untruths to deceive, I ſhall 
mention ſeveral places which will ſhew you 


that good men of old did pray by forms, 
and ſome of thoſe forms, were even of 


God's own appointment. See Numb. vi, 
VET. 22, to 27. X. Ver. 357 36. XXI. 17. 


Deut. xxvi. ver. 3 to 15. 2 Chronicles 


xxix. ver. 30. Jerem. xxxi. ver. 18, Hoſea 
Xiy. ver. 2. Joel ii. 17. and the Pſalms of 
David were uſed by the Jewiſh Church, 


and our Saviour himſelf prayed to God in 


a form; for he prayed ſeveral times with 


the ſame words and left us a form as a 


pattern; how then dare you fly in the face 
of the ſcripture, truth and antiquity, in 
telling us ſuch a barefaced untruth as to ſay, 
« The prayers of the righteous men of old, 

B 2 * hich 
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A ourſelves together ; 
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e which availed with God, were all of an 
* extempore nature? 9 | | 


Your wiſh in page 13, I entirely agree 
with, that every ſtudent who prophanely 
ſwears may be alſo expelled; for I verily 
believe it to be a moſt grievous fin: but 
let me tell you, an hypocritical untruth, 
under the maſk of religion, in order to 
beguile unwary ſouls, is almoſt © infinitely 
worſe ; and here you put me in mind of 
the common ſwearer, who by common 
practice can ſcarcely ſpeak without ſwear- 
ing; and you Sir, by a conſtant habit of 
untruths, can ſcarcely -write without : ſeveral 
ſuch I have charged you with in my for- 
mer letter, which you never contradicted, 
and I am perſuaded you never will. 


Page 17. You extoll the meeting of 
friends for religious converſation, with which- 
I alſo agree; but if in ſuch meetings their 
converſation is to encourage each other in 
principles and practices contrary to true re- 
ligion, they ſurely ought not to be en- 
couraged. Tou obſerve in the ſame page, 
© We are not to forſake the aſſembling of 


which is certainly an 


apoſtolical injunction, and how do you ob- 
ſerve it? Why by acting quite the reverſe, 
for do not all your followers come from 
their own pariſhes, and by fo doing 

| forſake 


1 
forſake the aſſembling of themſelves at 
church with their own miniſter and neigh- 
bours? You talk with a mighty air in the 
ſa ge, of flying in the face of ſcrip- 
ture, truth and the Holy Ghoſt himſelf, 
which is entirely applicable to yourſelf, 


which I think I have ſufficiently. proved, 


both here and alſo in my former letter. 

Page 18. You ſay, © The private meet- 
& ings that are in any wiſe deemed illegal, 
te are ſuch, and ſuch only, as are ſeditious, 
« compoſed of ſeditious perſons: who) aſſociate 
« under a pretence of religion, but in reality 
« 70 plot againſt» the ſtate.” * Here Sir, you. 
ſpeak plain, and ſhew your enmity to the 
Ghurch of England with a witneſs; for if 
the ſtudents meet to plot and encourage 
each other like the fanaticks, your prede- 
ceſſors of the laſt century to deſtroy the 
Church of England, they are in your opi- 
nion to be .encouraged, for you ſay plainly, 
« No meetings are to be deemed illegal but 
« what are againſt the State: conſequent- 
ly thoſe, and all thoſe that are againſt the 
Church, are in your opinion, to be coun- 
tenanced and encouraged ; but your ſupe- 
riors Sir, thoſe ſuperiors to whom at your 


' ordination of both Deacon and Prieſt, you 


promiſed canonical obedience, think other- 
wiſe; were they to meet as the religious 
ſocieties formerly did, viz, to inftruct and 

encourage 


14 ] 
encourage each other in the principles and 
practices of the church of England, they 


then ought certainly to be encouraged, 
but not on We plan. 


Page 20. You ſay, One thing 1 A 
tt namely, that be will (a) receive n thanks 
&« far that day's wark, from the angels in 
« Heaven, from God the judze of all in 
e that day, when Teſus the * Hall 
e come in bis own glory, and gather in bis 
ce eleft, &c.“ But pray Sir, by what au- 


thority do. you pronounce this Anathema ? 


If your deluded followers are made to be- 
lieve you are a favourite of Heaven, and 
that God hath revealed his will to you; all 
thofe that are not infatuated with your delu- 
ſions will want better authority than your 
bare word, before they pay any regard to 
__ bold, 'confident and daring affertion. 


Page 22. You ſay, © It is to be feared 
« cowards, would only make a trade of 
« the miniſtry, if admitted into the church, 
% and the fewer ſuch kind of tradeſmen 
e our church is troubled with, the better.” 
But what do you mean by our church? 
The church of England you have deſer- 
ted, ſo you cannot with propriety mean 
that ; and have you ſet up a church of 


(a) The gentleman concerned in the expulſion, 
your 


* 
your own? If you have, from whom 
have you your authority ? 1386 


Page 28. You ſay, a methodiſt, Is one 
% of theſe whom God bath choſen in Chriſt, 
« out of mankind to bring them by Chrift, to 
&« everlaſting ſalvation, as veſſels made to 
« honour. Wherefore they which be endowed 
« with ſo excellent a benefit of God, be cal- 
« led according to God's pur pe 


« rift working in due ſeaſon; they through 
« grace obey the calling, they be juftified 
t freely, they be made the ſons of God by 


adoption, they be made like the image of 


« his only begotten Sow Feſus Chrift, they 
« walk religiouſly in good works, and af 


length by God's grace they attain ever- 


« laſting felicity.” And this you boaſting- 
ly ſay, is © @ true portraiture of a metho- 
« diſt drawn at full length, to the very 
« life, by Cranmer, Latimer and Ridley in 
« the 174th article of our church.” But 
here Sir, again unfortunately for you, we 
have only your bare word, for who ſays 
it? why your own dear ſelf; but none but 
your followers can have the credulity to 
believe you : but why do you ſay the 17th 
article of-eur church? when tis notorious you 
have deſerted her, conſequently cannot 
with any propriety make uſe of her au- 
thority, but as you have quoted the 17th 
article I hope you will allow of a 


oe by bis ſpi- 
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24d and 36th articles of our church, where- 
in it is declared, it is not lawful: for any 
e man to take upon him the office of pub- 


lick preaching, or - miniſtering . the - ſacra- 


e ments in the. congregation, before he be 
% lawfully called, and ſent to execute the 
« fame, and thoſe we ought to judge law- 
&« fully called which be choſen and called 
e to this work, by men who have publick 
<« authority given to them in the congre- 


* 


* oation, to call and ſend miniſters into 


« the lord's vineyard; and thoſe are ſuch 
& as are ordered by - biſhops,” as is plain 
by the ordination office and the preface 


thereto. Now Sir, as you allow of the diſ- 


ſenting teachers and other laymen, to take 
upon themſelves the office of the miniſtry, 
ſurely our church condemns your principles; 
but as you are ſo very poſitive of the cer- 
tain election, of yourſelf and followers, give 
me leave to remind you, of the words of 
St. Paul, where he ſays, Let him that 
thinketh he ſtands, take heed that he doth 
not fall: the ſame apoſtle likewiſe tells us, 
that he himſelf was to be very careful, leſt 
when he had preached to others, he him- 
ſelf might be a caſt-away ; ſo that your aſſu- 
rance (or rather preſumption) is greater 
than the apoſtles: let me farther remind 


af the words of our bleſſed Saviour, 
here he ſays, not every -one that faith to 


dme Locd, Lord, ſhall enter into the king- 


dom 


N 


dom of Heaven, but he that doth the will 
of my father which is in Heaven; many 
will ſay to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have 
we not propheſied in thy name, and in 
thy name caſt out devils, and in thy name 
done many wonderful works, and then 
will J profeſs unto you, depart from me 
ye that work iniquity; and that he that 
offendeth in one point is guilty of the 
whole. Now Sir, if you preach or pro- 
pheſy fer faith in the Lords name, caſt out 
devils and do many and wenderful works, 
yet if they are done in violation of Chriſ- 
tian charity, by breaking and diſturbing 
the peace and unity of the church; by ſet- 
ting at nought great part of Gods com 
mandments, calling them non-eſſentials, and 
telling the people they may obſerve them, 
neglect them, or even deſpiſe them, as too 
many do; conſider ſeriouſly and impartially 
with yourſelf, and tell me what fort of 
reachers you think thoſe are which our 
* threatens in the foregoing words; for 
my own part, was I a prieſt and taught 
falſe doctrine, or was a lay preacher, I 
ſhonld tremble at the foregoing words. 


Page 29. You apprehend, that if metho- 
diſts are enthuſiaſts, they are ſuch as our 
Lord himſelf taught; but from whence 


have you this apprehenſion? The words 


you have quoted cannot be wreſted to ſuch 
.C a ſcale, 


/ 


A 
a ſenſe, for they are, . Father 1 will that 
« theſe whom thou haſt given me, may be 
« with me where I am, that they may be 
« one with me, even as thou O father, and 
« 7 are one; 4 in them, and they. in me, 
de bat they all may be made perfett in one. 
What Sir, has the father given none to the 
ſon but yourſelves? where was the church 


before you. ſprung up? The unity of the 


church indeed is a chriſtian doctrine, to 


be all-in one, one in heart and mind, and 


eſpecially one in communion, but all this 
with you is a non-eſſential; and how Sir, 
can every ſect and denomination. be one and 
in one when divided into almoſt number- 
leſs ſects? Tell me where our Lord, or 
his apoſtles, or any of their immediate 
ſucceſſors allowed of ſuch doctrine as you 
advance? | 


Page 32. You fay, © If worldly church 
« prefer ments had been the aim of the Me- 
ce fhodiſts, ſome of them at leaſt might haue 
& had worldly ladders enough let down to them 
« fo climb up by: but having received a hind 
© of apoſtolical — at their ordinati- 
*« on, when thoſe wwho profeſs themſelves li- 


« neal ' ſucceſſors to the apoſtles ſaid unto them, 


e recerve ye the Holy Ghoſt now committed 
% unto you by the impoſition of our bands; 
&* they would fain keep up ſomething of the 
a ani of an apaſtolicꝶ character. On 

this 


& 
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this paragraph, I ſhall make two remarks: 
And Firſt, it is the almoſt general opinion 
that worldly gain hath been your chief 
aim, and that either pride or coyctouſtieſs 
in your younger days, would not let you 
be a curate or lecturer like other young 
clergymen; and though you had at your 
ordination promiſed before God and man, 
obedience and ſubmiſſion to your ſuperiors, 
yet all this you ſoon forgot; pride and co- 
vetouſneſs fought out a new way, a bye 
path, in which you have ſucceeded -1 
think beyond your moſt ſanguine expecta- 
tions: for the contributions and gifts from 
your numerous followers, are by moſt peo- 
ple thought to be more beneficial than ſome 
of the temporalities, of our biſhops. Secondly 
by your great modeſty in fearing to offend your 
diftenting brethren, by your ſaying, Having 
« received à KIND of apoſtolical commiſſion, 
© from thoſe ' who profeſs themſelves lineai 
« ſucceſſors of. the apoſtles.” What Sir, did 
you receive but a #4ind of a commiſſion, 
and not a real one? What, Sir, is this 
better than denying the authority of our 
biſhops? and if ſo, why are you angry at 
the expulſion? Dare you ſay our biſhops 
have not a lineal ſucceſſion from the apoſtles ? 
If they have not, they have no authority 
at all; and you are a downright uſurper 
of the miniſterial office. And you do not 

| C2 care 
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care to ſay they have a lineal ſucceſſion, for 
fear of offending the diſſented. 


Same page, you ſay, “ You are charged 
© by men of corrupt principles, as think- 
e ing and acting irregularly, and diſorder- 
« ly, and pretend the charge is unjuſt. This 
is a bold and wicked preſumption; tis ma- 
king your followers believe all your oppo- 
ſers are men of corrupt minds: but if I 
have not already ſufficiently proved you to 
be irregular and diſorderly, I ſhall add a lit- 
tle more. Did you not declare on your be- 
ing admitted a deacon, both before God and 
man, © You thought you was called to the 
« minifiry of the church, by the due order 
& of this realm? Now the law of the 
realm as well as the church, allows of 
none but epiſcopal ordination, yet you pre- 
tend you received a ind of commiſſion, which 
cannot be a full one. Did you not on your 
being ordained a prieſt, both before God 
and man declare, You thouget in you beart 
« you was TRULY called, according to the 
e order of the church of England, to the 
&« order and miniſtry of prieſibood?” Ts not 
your behaviour then irregular and diſor- 
derly, to declare ſolemnly before God and 
man you was fruly, which certainly muſt 
be underſtood really, called? and yet in the 
letter before me, you pretend you receiv- 
cd a kind of commiſſion, which muſt be 
| but 


1 
but a ſham commiſſion. Did you not de- 
clare before God and man, you would give 
all faithful diligence to miniſter the doc- 
trine and ſacraments, ſo that you would 
teach the people committed to your cure and 
charge, with all diligence? &c, Now Sir, 
if you follow St. Paul's rule, not to go be- 
yend your line, tell me who has commit- 
ted any people to your charge; thoſe you 
pretend to teach, are the cure of others, 
conſequently you are irregular in drawin 
away the flock from other paſtors. . 


Did you not promiſe both before God 
and man, at your ordination, Tou wald 
be ready with all faithful diligence, to 
& baniſh and drive away all erroneous and 
« firange doctrines, contrary to Gods word?” 
Now -Sir, as many well meaning people are 
in great errors, it would be charity as well 
as your indiſpenſible duty, to endeavour. to 
convince them ; but to cajole and flatter them 
in their errors muſt be a grievous fin; and 
this you certainly do. You plainly. tell us, 
1 you never trouble the world with one ſer- 
mon or one ſingle pamphlet to that purpoſe, 
but only preach Jeſus. Chriſt and him cru- 
) cified, ſo that according to your principles 
faith alone is ſufficient, But undoubtedly 
you have read that the devils. belzeve and 
tremble. Well, good Sir, will a mere belief of 
the doctrines of chriſtianity ; or rather, as 
| you 
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tod often inſinuate a mere faith or be- 
Hef, - that Chriſt died for your ſuppoſed 
elect, be fufficient to give your faith a ſa» 
ving pre- eminance over that which the devils 
undoubtedly have? They believe, for I 
apprehend their knowledge is as exten» 
five as yours, the hiſtorical circumſtances 
df Chriſt's - ondertakings'; and probably 
know alfo the merciful defigns of them, 
with reſpect to mankind ; but as they are 
incapable of repentance: they are therefore 
incapable of falvation, and you would do 
well to conſider whether by puffing up your 
heaters with preſumption, and ſetting at 
nought thofe moſt evident marks of re- 
 pentance, and genuine fruits thereof, good 
works, you do not drive them to a faith no 
more zvailing than that of the devil's. 


Page 33. You aſk, & Is it irregular 


CT fill ber | (the church's) pews, to. croud 


ee her cummunion tables, and to recommend 
t a conflant” attendance. on her publick offices 
* and * ſervices? Or ſuppofing they (the me- 
e thodift teachers) ſhould merely by caprice 
or "Prejudice be denied the privilege 9 
te preaching within the church, can it 
« 7rregular or criminal to preach in fields, 
* &c. In anſwer to which I tell you, you 
have greatly thinned both her pews and 
_ communion tables; and to make your fol- 
lowers believe you are kept out of the 
NOT: churches 
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churches by caprice and prejudice is an- 
untruth, conſequently greatly uabecoming) 
the character of a clergyman, thus to dew 
ceive; for who hath kept you from prema 
ching in the church? Look. back: to yours 
ordination, and ſee if you did- not pramiſe 
reverentiy to abey your ordinary. and other. 
chief miniflers, unto whors is; cammitted the; 
charge and government over yaw: and fee: 
the  biſhop's charge who ordained you, 
where he. gave you authority to preach tha: 
word of God, and to miniſter the holy 
ſacraments in the congregation, where thou 
ſhalt be Iaufully appointed thereunto. Nom. 
pray Sir, by whom, and where have you. 
been appointed? Theſe. are qurſtians,. E 
am ſatisfyed you will not anſwer: there« 
fore as you have but a ſhort memory in 
ſome things, let me again tell you my mind 
freely, and that is, that after you was or- 
dained, your pride of avarice would not let 
you ſtoop to be a curate or lecturer. Your 
pride led you to gain popularity, and you ava - 
rice invented a. bye path out of the church, 
to lead the unthinking, though well mean- 
ing people to feel for their pockets. And 
pray Sir, who hindered you from preach- 
ing in the churches? why thoſe wha had 
lawful authority (an authority to which 
you promiſed ſubjection) ſo to do, ſee 
Canons 36, 50 and 51, and from which, 


Canons it is. alſo plain, you ought not — 
i uſe 
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uſe any form in publick, but that of the 
church, and that neither the miniſter or 
church-wardens fhall ſuffer any man to 
preach within their churches or chapels, 
without ſhewing their licence to preach, 
and that ſtrangers who do preach fhall give 
in both their chriſtian and ſir-name, &c. 
So careſul have the compilers of our li- 
turgy and Canons been to prevent ftrangers 
from preaching falſe doctrines; and had 
the clergy obferved that rule, I am perſua- 
ded you would ſtill have been in your ori- 
ginal obſcurity. And pray Sir, notwith- 
ſtanding your anger, have not the clergy. 
as much right to keep you out of their pul- 
Pits, as you have to keep me out of yours? 
You admit of lay preachers, and I have 
certainly as good authority to preach (tho 
1 have none at all) as many of your help- 
ers. Now Sir, as you know my principles 
to be orthodox, ſuppoſe I was to aſk you 
leave to preach a ſermon in your taberna- 
dle or ſchiſm houſe, would you give me that 
liberty? I trow not, and have not the 
| clergy the ſame right? Nay Sir, you have not, 
nor ever had canonically any right to preach 
in any of their churches, without produ- 
cing a licence for that purpoſe: therefore 
declare to the world whether or no, you 
| was ever even ſo much as once uncanonically 
denied. And as you never was a rector, 
| vicar, curate or lecturer, therefore never 
| could 


„ 


could be turned out, conſequently all your 
cant about being turned out of the church 
is mere jargon, or ſomething worſe, for 
you have canonically turned yourſelf out, 
by commencing Schiſmatick. ws 


Page 34. Is full of pride, aſſurance, hy- 
pocriſy and ſelf- conceit, in comparing your- 
ſelf and followers to our bleſſed Lord and 
his apoſtles, to whom you are as much 
like as Nicolas: Nicolas was lawfully or- 
dained, as you have been, yet when he 
ſeparated from the church, the doctrines 
he then taught were abhorred by the 

Almighty. F 


Page 36. You ſay, Not that we are ene- 
& mies to à decent, or even epiſcopal conſe- 
ce cration, or ſetting a-part churches and 
© chapels for divine worſhip : but we are more 
« zndifferent abqut the reputed ſanctity of pla- 
©« ces, becauſe our Lord ſaid unto the woman of 
« Samaria,Woman, believe me, the hour cometh, 
« when ye ſhall, neither in this mountain, nor 
« yet at Feruſalem, worſhip the father : but 
«© the hour cometh, and now 1s, that the true 
% worſhippers ſhall worſhip the father in Spirit 
and in truth.“ And from your uſual cant 
you here make your deluded, though well 
meaning followers, believe you have the 
divine preſence amongſt your own {elves : 
but to ſhew the contrary, I ſhall from this 
D paſlage 
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paſſage make ſeveral remarks againſt you: 
And Firſt, look into your bible, and there you 
may ſee if you are not wilfully blind, or by 
vy odur obſtinacy, like Pharoah made judicially 
' fo, that God has declared he has a particu- 
lar regard for the place where his name is 
lawfully and rightfully recorded. See Deut. 
chapter xii. ver. J, to 14, where he de- 
clares to his people, they ſhould worſhip 
him publickly, there and there only, where 
is name is recorded, and not in every place 
they ſhould ſee; and again to the ſame pur- 
pole in the xiiith chapter, ver. 5 and 6, with 
many Sther places in holy writ, to the ſame 
purpoſe; ſo that to worſhip God in a place 
of ſchiſm, is a very great abomination, not- 
withſtanding your indifference about places. 
Secondly, Faehre you would _ look over 
our Saviour's words, which run thus : Woman 
believe me. the hour cometh when ye ſhall 
neither in this mountain nor yet at Jeru- 
falem worſhip the father, ye worſhip ye 
know not what, we know' what we. wor- 
thip, for ſalvation. is of the Jeus; but the 
hour cometh, and now is, when the true 
worſhippers ſhall wotſhip the father in 
ſpirit and in truth. Here Sir, you, like 
all falſe teachers, take part of a ſentence, 
(and a part oftentimes ſhews a ſenſe con- 
trary to the whole) then like your bre- 
thren, draw your falſe concluſions, when the 
whole makes evidently againſt you; elſe 
| why 
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why did you leave out the middle verſe of 
the three. Again; the Samaritans Sir, belie- 
ved and worſhipped the true God; yet this 
being done in ſchiſm, our Saviour told the 
woman plainly, ye (Samaritans) know nat 
what ye worſhip, but we (Jews) know 
what we worſhip, for ſalvation is of the Fews. 
Now Sir, as the Sainaritans had ſeparated 
from the true church, of God and. his lawful 
miniſters, worſhipped in conventicles, and 
had ſet themſelves up teachers (like the 
methodiſts) of their own chuſing, ſhe is 
plainly told, they (ſeparatiſts) knew not 
what they worſhiped, © conſequently were 
in a very dangerous ſtate ; but in the tr 
church (ſhould ſhe not be perfect in all 
things, as it is plain the Jewiſh church at 
that time was not) yet there, and there 
only, is a certainty of ſalvation as our Sa- 
viour declared to the woman in theſe words, 
ſalvation is of the Fews. And thirdly, I 
muſt obſerve from the foregoing words, 
that all true worſhippers, do it both in ſpi- 
Tit and in truth; now if you can make it 
appear, that God either in the old or new 
teſtament, allowed of any perſon or per- 
ſons being true worſhippers in ſpirit and in 
truth, without being in communion with 
a lawful preiſthood, 1 will give up the point. 


In page 37. You blame the clergy for 
neglecting to preach the Homilies, but as 
5 you 


r 
you have mentioned them, let us ſee how 
oy agree with your principles. You tell 
us, Wu preach nothing but Jeſus Chriſt, 
« and bim crucified.” The Homily on faith 
tells me, I muſt have a faith which work- 
eth by charity, &c. and mult obſerve God's 
commandments, and who ſo doth not is a liar, 
and the truth is not in him. Now Sir, as you 
ſet at nought many of God's commandments, 
draw the conſequence: the ſame Homily tells 
us to try our. faith by our living ; the me- 
thodiſt pretends inward feelings. 8 


The Homily on good works tells us, 
that hereticks do good works, but not be- 
ing done in the true faith, are loft : you 
would make us believe that. faith wilt be 
ſufficient though in hereſy or ſchiſm ; the 
ſame Homily tells us, That Adam hay- 
„ing but one commandment, broke it, by 
&« giving credit to the woman; who, ſe- 
% duced by the ſerpent, and following his 
« own will, left God's commandment ; and 
te ever ſince that time, all that came of 
« him, have been ſo blinded, as to be 
« ready to fall from God's law, and to 
&« invent a new way of ſalvation by works 
« of their own device.” Now Sir, God 
has commanded us to be all of one heart 
and mind, to be kind together in love and 
unity: but you have broke thoſe command- 
ments, deſerted the church, and out of 
your own head have conceived and brought 
forth 


| 
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| 
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uſe of the church tells us that * The tem- 


1 
forth a new device. The Homily againſt 
contention ſays, Above all' things keep 
peace and unity,” You tell us unity 
is a non-eſſential. *The Homily of the tight 


c ple or church is the houſe of the Lord, 
© where we are to hear, pray and give 
« thanks, and where the facramerits' are 
« duly adminiſtred; where with ' diligence 
„ we. are to reſort © Yet you'' compaſs as 
it were, ſea and land, fo Ara people from 


the temple or 'chittichivf God. t your con- 


venticles, there under the pretence of re- 
ligion to do- not God's work but your on 
maſter's for temporal gain: Homily on 
Good Friday, - In baptiſm we are waſhed 
« from the filthineſs of fin, that we-ſhould 
<« afterwards live in the pureneſs of life; 
but by your principles, baptiſm is a non- 
eſſential. In ſhort Sir, I challenge you to 
produce one ſingle Homily, or even any 
part of one, (unleſs you mangle it as you 
have done the words of our Lord himſelf) 
that will in any wiſe favour your notions. 


In page 38. You act a ridiculous farce, 
for, you pretend the clergy are guilty of 
being, © Regardleſs of ſubſcriptions, oaths, 
e rubricks and ordination offices, and ſay our 
« practices give the lie to our profeſſion, and 
« we ſeek the fleece, not the flock. This 


my dear Sir, is ſuch a juſt deſcription of 


2 methodiſt 
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a methodiſt ordained teacher, as not to need 


any comment. 


In page 39. You talk of Dead for- 
« maſts and proud ſelf righteous bigots, &c. 
To make your fellowers believe that you 
being a very good, righteous, holy, godly 
and religious miniſter, and the parochial 
clergy being dead. formalifts, proud Pha- 
riſees and ſelf-righteous bigots, caſt you 
out: but this is like the reſt of your cant 
and nonſenſe. The clergy did not caſt you 
out. And here it may not be amiſs to ob- 
ſerve, you went out from them, but were 
not of them, for if you had been of them, 
you would no doubt have continued with 
them, but you went out that it might be 


made manifeſt, that you were not of them. 


iſt St. John, chap. ii. verſe 19. 


Page 40. You ſay, I is certainly an 
c inconteſtible truth, that every additional 
« praſelite to true methodiſm is an additional 
& f/oyal ſubject to king George.” What Sir, 
hath king George not one loyal ſubject but 
your own dear ſelf and followers? For the 
plain and obvious meaning of this bold aſ- 
fertion is to that purpoſe ; for if every ad- 
ditional methodiſt is an additional loyal 
ſubje& to king George, they could not poſ- 
ſibly be ſo before, therefore every perſon 
in the whole three kingdoms, (methodiſts, 

| | only 
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. I 
only excepted) are by you deemed . rebetsi 
But Sir, was the king to cauſe your taber- 
nacle to be ſnhut up and to order a proſecu- 
tion againſt you, for holding conventicles 
and preaching dpQrines contrary to the eſta- 
bliſhed church, I am apt to think you would 


have as much loyalty to his preſent majeſty,; 
as that bad man John Knox had to queen 
Mary, from whom his majeſty is ligeally: 
deſcended: You know Sir, John Knox ha 
a principal hand in raiſing a rebetlion againſt 
his lawful ſovereign, and what makes me 
think you would follow his example, if you 
was praſecuted by the king, is, Sir, your 
having publickly in your pulpit extolled the 
rebellion of the ſaid John Knox, which if 
neceſſary can be groved upon oa... 
191370 n Aft 27010 H07 lid od 
Page 41. Tou aſk, * If fome of & more 
© enferior rank and order ſhould be quali- 
« hed and thruſt forth by the great Lord 
« of the harveſt, "who ſball dare to ay ts 
hin, what dt thou,” True Sir, if they 
are fo ſent; but I aſk, how dare any man 
go without being ſent, for none of - thoſe 
laymen are ſent by God; and I deſire you 
to look over the following 3 and fee 
God's threatnings againſt ſuch men. Num- 
bers xvi. 1ſt Kings xii. verſe 27 to the end, 
xiii, verſe 33 and 34, 2. Samuel vi. 6. 
2. Chronicles xxvi. Feremiab xxiii. 25, Sb. 


Matthew vii. 15, xxiv. 11. 2. Corinthians 
12, 


11 


12, 13, 14, IF. 2. Theſſalonians ii. verſe, 
9, 10, 11, 12. 1 Timothy i. 3. vi. verſe, 
20. 2. Timothy iv. 3. Jude compared with 
Numbers xvi. and the vth chapter of the He- 
brews, where St. Paul expreſly ſays, No 
man taketh this honour to himſelf, but he 
that is called of God, as was Aaron. Now 
Aaron was publickly called, anointed, and 
ſet apart before the congregation, his was 
not an inward call only. I doubt not indeed, 
but your lay teachers are inwardly. moved, 
but not by God, (for he cannot contradict 
himſelf) but by the enemies of Jeſus Chriſt 
and his church. In the ſame page you ſay, 
ie If Iſaiah was a courtier, was not Amos 
« 2 herdman.” Well Sir, and if fo, does 
that give a ſanction to lay teachers? But 
how will you prove Ifaiah was a courtier ? 
And as to Amos, tho he was a prophet, 
yet he was a layman, and ſo far from takin 
the effice of the prieſthood on himſelf, that 
a great part of his prophecy is to denounce + 
God's anger againſt falſe worſhip and the 
pretended miniſters' that officiated therein, 
for his prophecy was in a great part againſt 
the houſe of Iſrael, who had continued in 
dhe fin of Jeroboam, who by ſchiſm and 
3 lay teachers made Iſrael to fin, ſee iſt Kings, 
chapter xii. verſe 27. to the end, where he 
made of the loweſt of the people, his prieſts 
1 or miniſters, and in the room of the one 
true place of worſhip, where God's name 
was 
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was truly recorded, he ſet up two con- 


venticles or meeting-houſes, the one in Be- 


thel and the other in Dan, of which this 


prophet complains. See Amos iii. verſe 14. 
and in the ivth chap. the -prophet ironically 
bids them come to Bethel (one of their 
meeting-houſes) and tranſgreſs, by offering 
there their tythes, ſacrifices and thankſgiving, 
ſaying (reproachfully) for this liketh you, 
O ye children of Iſrael. But in the vth chap. 
the prophet ſpeaketh _ ſeriouſly, and bids 


them in God's name not to ſeek to Bethel, 


for if they did he would hate and deſpiſe 
their feaſt-days and would not accept their 
offerings; but at that time Sir, there was 
one Amaziah, (a brother-miniſter of one 

of your lay-teachers) who grievouſly com- 


. plained of Amos, for preaching the truth, 


a * : 


and charged him to flee to Judah and pro- 
pheſy no more in Bethel, and this Amazi- 
ah I take to be ſuch another as yourſelf, who 
for worldly gain determined to go on in his 
ſchiſmatical track, even againſt the con- 
viction of conſcience. Vou likewiſe quote 
Eldad and Medad's propheſying, which is 
nothing to the purpoſe, unleſs you can prove 
they officiated in the miniſterial office. 


Page 43. You aſk the biſhop of Glouceſter, 
« if be ever heard any of you preach,” and if 
not you aſk, „ Doth our law condemn any 
& man unheard?” To mis I anſwer, a _—_ 
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if he deſerts, when taken is puniſhed, with- 
out any hearing, his deſertion alone is ſuf- 


ficient 7 yours is a parallel caſe; you have de- 
ſerted the church, and are become a ſchiſma- 
tick, therefore in ſuch a caſe, if you can 
preach like an angel, was I to come to hear 
you, I ſhould tremble æt St. Paul's words, 
See Galatians, * I. 


In page 44, 45 and 46. You ſpeak much of 
moving the affections and warming the heart 


by emotions, &c. and I believe you have 


fully learnt that art; but I wiſh you had 


as great an art in properly informing the 
judgment of your followers in all chriſtian 
truths, in which I think I have made it ap- 
pear you arc greatly, very greatly deficient, 


In page 47. You ſay, Refrain from theſe 


e men, &c. leſt bapily ye be found to fight a- 


gain God,” from which you would infer, 


ws thoſe who oppoſe you, fight againſt God : 


Dreadful indeed was it ſo! but I rather think 
your aſſertion borders on blaſphemy, every ſect 
having a right, an equal right with yourſelf to 
the ſame claim, ſo by the ſame rule every re- 


ligion, or what is ſo called, is of God, then 


the great Fehovab muſt be the author of all 


our confulions, pardon me good God for the 


expreſſion. The Papiſts, Turks and Pagans 


have continued many centuries, and how 


long they will continue God only knows ; and 


will 


y 


r 
will you, dare you ſay they are all of God? _ 
| The Diflenters ſome of them have continued 
about two centuries, and the numberleſs 
ſects that have ſprung up in the-laſt and 
preſent century may plead the ſame thing. | 
But can the GREAT and Goop G OD the 
ALMIGHTY who hath in abundance of places, 
reveal'd his will to us, and commanded us to 
be all of one heart, mind, and communion, 
to avoid thoſe that cauſe diviſions, be himſelf 
the author of diviſions? Surely, none but a 
mad-man can think ſo. I ſhall conclude with 
the prayers of our church, That from ſedition, 
privy conſpiracy, rebellion, falſe doctrine, he- 
reſy, ſchiſm, hardneſs of heart, and contempt 
of God's word and commandments, God 
would be pleaſed to deliver us: and that he 
would be pleaſed to have mercy upon all Jews, 
Turks, Infidels, hereticks (and ſchiſmaticks) 
and take from them all ignorance, hardneſs of 
heart, and fo fetch them home to his flock to 
be faved among the remnant of the true 
Iſraelites, and made One Fold under One 
Shepherd JESUs CHRIST. | 


I. am, Sir, 


Your Humble Servant, 
| A Layman of the Church of England. - 


